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SUBJECT: PROPOSED FINEP/ERDA AGREEMENT IN HYDROGEN TECHNOLOGY 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

REF: STATE 092889 

1 . ACCORDING TO FINEP AND MINISTRY OF MINES AND ENERGY 
OFFICIALS CONTACTED BY AN EMBASSY OFFICER, THE FINEP/ERDA DRAFT 
WORK PLAN ON HYDROGEN HAS BEEN SUBMITTED FOR THE CONSIDERATION 
OF BRAZILIAN RESEARCHERS IN THIS FIELD, WHO HAVE PROPOSED 
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT OF THE PLAN. THE DRAFT, TOGETHER 
WITH THE RESEARCHERS' SUGGESTIONS, ARE NOW BEING REVIEWED BY 
THE MINISTRIES OF MINES AND ENERGY AND FOREIGN RELATIONS. THE 
BRAZILIAN COMMENTS, ACCORDING TO THE RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS IN 
THE MINISTRY OF MINES AND ENERGY, ARE EXPECTED TO BE READY FOR 
SUBMITTAL TO ERDA DURING THE FIRST HALF OF JUNE 1977. 

2. CONCERNING THE TOPIC OF UNDERGROUND STORAGE SYSTEMS 

FOR HYDROGEN, THE MINISTRY OF MINES AND ENERGY HAS CONSULTED 
PETROBRAS ON THE MATTER, BUT HAS NOT YET RECEIVED ANY ANSWER. 

THE MINISTRY HAS PROMISED TO FOLLOW UP ON THE SUBJECT WITH 
PETROBRAS IMMEDIATELY. 

3. FYI: DR. PAULO ROBERTO KRAHE HAS LEFT FINEP 
AND WILL BE JOINING CNPQ AS ONE OF ITS DIRECTORS IN 
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NEAR FUTURE. WHETHER KRAHE WILL RETAIN KEY ENERGY 
R&D ROLE OR THIS WILL GO TO HIS SUCCESSOR AT FINEP IS 
STILL UNKNOWN TO EMBASSY. 
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